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While it is true that Jesus’ invitation to “abiderny love” (cf. Jn 15:9) is addressed to all thptlzzed,
on this feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, thetipsayer for the sanctification of priests, tisgita-
tion resounds all the more powerfully for us pigesit does so in a special way this evening, estii-
emn inauguration of the Year for Priests whichuéhproclaimed to mark the 150th anniversary of the
death of the saintly Curé of Ars. A lovely anddbing saying of his, quoted in tidatechism of the
Catholic Churchcomes immediately to mind: “the priesthood islthes of the heart of Jesus” (n.
1589). How can we fail to be moved when we retbalt the gift of our priestly ministry flows dirégt
from this heart? How can we forget that we pri@sse consecrated to serve, humbly yet authorita-
tively, the common priesthood of the faithful? ©ig an mission which is indispensable for the Chur
and for the world, a mission which calls for contel&delity to Christ and constant union with hiifo
abide in his love entails constantly striving falihess, as did Saint John Mary Vianney.

Litany of Our Lord Jesus Christ Priest and Victim
Lord, have mercy Lord, have mercy

Christ, have mercyChrist, have mercy

Lord, have mercy Lord, have mercy

Christ hear us €hrist hear us

Christ, graciously hear usGhrist, graciously hear us



God the Father of heaverkiave mercy on us
God the Son, Redeemer of the world,

God the Holy Spirit,

Holy Trinity, One God,

Jesus, Priest and VictimHave mercy on us

Jesus, Priest forever according to the Order otMeédekHave mercy on us

Jesus, Priest Whom God sent to preach the Gosgied {moor Have mercy on us

Jesus, Priest Who at the Last Supper institutetbtine of the Eternal Sacrificéjave mercy on us
Jesus, Priest Who lives forever to intercede foHase mercy on us

Jesus, High Priest whom the Father anointed wetHibly Spirit and poweiklave mercy on us
Jesus, High Priest chosen from among ri&ve mercy on us

Jesus, made High Priest for métave mercy on us

Jesus, High Priest of our confession of Faitaye mercy on us

Jesus, High Priest of greater glory than Mobkesje mercy on us

Jesus, High Priest of the true Tabernaldi@ye mercy on us

Jesus, High Priest of the good things to cadaje mercy on us

Jesus, High Priest, holy, innocent and undefitéai;e mercy on us

Jesus, High Priest faithful and mercifdliave mercy on us

Jesus, High Priest inflamed with zeal for God amdsHave mercy on us

Jesus, High Priest, perfect forevidgve mercy on us

Jesus, High Priest, Who by Your own Blood entehedHeavendilave mercy on us

Jesus, High Priest, who opened a new way foHage mercy on us

Jesus, High Priest, who loved us and washed usdtorsins in Your BloodHave mercy on us
Jesus, High Priest, who offered Yourself to Godmasblation and sacrificial Victintjave mercy on us
Jesus, Sacrificial Victim of God and métave mercy on us

Jesus, holy and immaculate Sacrificial Victidgve mercy on us

Jesus, pleasing Sacrificial Victirave mercy on us

Jesus, peace-making Sacrificial VictiRlave mercy on us

Jesus, sacrifice of propitiation and praildaye mercy on us

Jesus, Sacrificial Victim of reconciliation and pegHave mercy on us

Jesus, Sacrificial Victim in Whom we have confideand access to Gddave mercy on us
Jesus, Sacrificial Victim living forever and evelave mercy on us

Be merciful,spare us, Jesus.
Be merciful,graciously hear us, Jesus.

From rashly entering the clergygeliver us, Jesus

From the sin of sacrilege,

From the spirit of incontinence,

From sordid pursuits,

From every lapse into simony,

From the unworthy administration of the Church&asures,

From the love of the world and its vanities,

From the unworthy celebration of Your Mysteries,

Through Your Eternal priesthood,

Through the holy anointing whereby You were constil a priest by God the Father,
Through Your priestly spirit,

Through that ministry whereby You glorified YourtRar on earth,

Through the bloody immolation of Yourself made oacel for all upon the Cross,



Through that same sacrifice daily renewed uporattae,
Through that divine power which You exercise inbigiin Your priests,

That You would deign to maintain the whole priestiger in holy religion, "We beseech You, hear us
That You would deign to provide Your people wittsfmas after Your own heart,

That You would deign to fill them with the spirit Wour priesthood,

That the lips of Your priests might preserve trnewledge,

That You would deign to send faithful workers itour harvest,

That You would deign to multiply the faithful dispsers of Your Mysteries,

That You would deign to grant them perseverandherservice of Your Will,

That You would deign to give them gentleness iir thinistry, resourcefulness in their actions, and
constancy in prayer,

That through them You would deign to promote theeration of the Blessed Sacrament everywhere,
That You would deign to receive into Your joy thagleo have served You well,

Lamb of God, Who takes away the sin of the wasfihre us, O Lord
Lamb of God, Who takes away the sin of the wagtdgciously hear us, 0 Lord
Lamb of God, Who takes away the sin of the wdnkidye mercy on us, 0 Lord

Jesus, Our Priedtear us
Jesus, Our Priest, graciously hear us

Let us pray:
O God, Sanctifier and Guardian of your Church,gaig in her through Your Spirit suitable and faithf
dispensers of the holy Mysteries, so that by thenistry and example, the Christian people may be
guided under Your protection in the path of sabmtiThrough Christ our Lord. Amen.

O God, who, while the disciples were worshiping &asting, ordered Saul and Barnabas to be set apart
for the work to which You had called them, be pnts®w to Your Church in prayer, and You, who
know the hearts of all, indicate those whom Youehelvosen for ministry. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

(This prayer was prayed in Latin by Pope John Rbab a seminarian in Cracow,
and often in later life as well.)

Prayer totheVirgin Mary Before Holy Mass (for Priests) from The Roman Missal:

Mother of mercy and love, Blessed Virgin Mary, | arpoor and unworthy sinner, and | turn to you in
confidence and love. You stood by your Son as Hgyldying on the Cross. Stand by me, also, a poor
sinner, and by all the priests who are offering $aslay here and throughout the entire Church. Help
us to offer a perfect and acceptable sacrific@énsight of the Holy and Undivided Trinity, our Mos
Holy God. Amen.



